
iiiiiiiiiiii. Your sin will turn out to be your enemy. It will manifest itself after assuming other colours (in 

deception) o. 

iviviviv.  The bodily limbs bound by the bondages of the sinful activities will be broken by iron instru-

ments. At that painful moment the soul will regret o. 

vvvv.  At that moment neither your mother nor your father will be there; nor your sister nor your 

brother o. 

vivivivi.  When I try to contemplate the soul, nothing is seen(due to sinful activities). The Majestic 

Lord will surely take account of your deeds o. 

viiviiviivii.  This hymn containing lofty nectar (spiritually nourishing wisdom and knowledge) is taught 

by Pir Sadardeen.  The nameless and the formless will be ahead o. 
 

READING #2  

Story – The Conference of the Birds 

 We share with you a story from the Muslim tradition. It is a Persian story entitled ‘The Confer-

ence of the Birds’ by Farid ud-Din Attar.  Born in Iran around 1120 AD, Farid ud-Din Attar is 

one of the most famous Persian poets. His works inspired many poets including the well known 

mystic poet, Rumi.   The Conference of the Birds is the definitive masterpiece of Persian litera-

ture.  The original manuscript contains 4,500 lines in Farsi.   Today, we are going to read the 

translated and abridged version from “A Fountain of Stories”. 

“The Conference of the Birds” is a story about several birds who, under leadership of Hoopoe, are 

in search of their king. It is an allegory of a master leading his pupils to spiritual enlightenment.  

The Conference of the Birds metaphorically maps out the journey of the human spirit in its quest 

for truth. 

MEDITATION 

10 Minutes 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Please stand if you are able. 

 ■ 

At the conclusion of our service, please join us and Almoonir  for refreshments, At the conclusion of our service, please join us and Almoonir  for refreshments, At the conclusion of our service, please join us and Almoonir  for refreshments, At the conclusion of our service, please join us and Almoonir  for refreshments,     

study & conversation.  Everyone welcome.study & conversation.  Everyone welcome.study & conversation.  Everyone welcome.study & conversation.  Everyone welcome.    

    

▪ ▪ ▪     
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October 29th, 2008  

Hillhurst United Church 

Service led by Betsy Young 

Study: The Gnostic Gosples 
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FIRE & GRACE 
C O N T E M P L A T I V E  G R O U P  

 

Worship ▪  October 22, 2008 

The Way of Islam 
 

 



FIRE & GRACE 
C O N T E M P L A T I V E  G R O U P  

MUSIC 

Traditional & Contemporary Muslim music. 
 

WELCOME  

This evening we welcome special guests, Almoonir & Nimira Dewji,  

members of the Calgary Muslim community  

who have been invited to lead our service tonight. 

Almoonir is a Shia Ismaili Muslim who moved to Calgary with his parents & sister in the 1970s. 

He has been involved in many interfaith initiatives.  Currently, he is the co-chair of the Muslim-

Christian Dialogue Group of Calgary, and sits on the executive committee of the Inter-Faith Net-

work of Calgary. For this latter effort he was nominated for the 2007 YMCA Calgary Peace 

Award.   

 

OPENING PRAYER 

Excerpt in Arabic from the sayings of Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be Upon 

Him) which forms part of the daily prayers of all Ismaili Muslims. 
    

 

READING #1 

Verses from the Ginan “Deelnaa Dagaa Bande”  

by Pir Sadardeen 

Ginans were used to explain the principles of Islam to non-Arabic speaking people in the Indian 

Subcontinent.  The term ginan is derived from the Sanskrit jnana, meaning contemplative knowl-

edge. The ginans are a vast corpus consisting of several hundred ginans which have been a central 

part of the religious life of the Indian Nizari Ismaili community that today resides in many coun-

tries around the world. The Nizari Ismailis of the Indian Subcontinent used the term to designate 

a special type of poetic composition: a composition whose authorship is attributed to Ismaili Pirs, 

or preachers, who came to the region as early as the eleventh century to teach the Ismaili interpre-

tation of Islam. The Pirs used the Subcontinent’s many languages, folk songs, myths, and tradi-

tional music to compose ginans to explain the principles of Ismailism to the non-Arabic speaking 

peoples of the region. Ginans were composed in six languages: Punjabi, Multani (Saraiki), Sindhi, 

Kachhi. Hindustani/Hindi, and Gujarati. Through the poetic medium of ginans, the Pirs provided 

guidance on a variety of doctrinal, ethical, and mystical themes for the community. 
  

Like most Indian devotional poetry, ginans are meant to be sung; each ginan has its own raga or 

musical mode. Ginans represent an important part of the broader corpus of Ismaili devotional 

literature that includes works in Arabic, Persian, and even Burunshaki, a language of the northern 

areas of Pakistan. 

 
Translation (by verses):Translation (by verses):Translation (by verses):Translation (by verses):    

    i.  i.  i.  i.  Keep the frauds of the heart at a distance o creature. These sins can be forgiven by the Holy 

one o. 

iiiiiiii.  For the sake of the body why do you forsake the soul. The Lord will take account of all your 

deeds o. 

 

 

 


